
Hillsdale Hunt 2021 Questions & Answers 

Section 1: The Lay of the Land 


1. As you enter Hillsdale from the intersection of SW Capitol Hwy and SW Terwilliger, you pass 
a beautiful mural that honors the area’s forested landscape and dairy- farming past. It was 
painted by Angelina Marino. What object is pictured in the far right corner of the mural? 

A shovel 

2. Slavin Road, named after a local farmer who settled here in 1851, ran through Hillsdale’s 
current town center, between Corbett and Bertha boulevards. In later years, it became a wagon 
road connecting Portland to Salem. It still exists today, but with what name?  
Capitol Highway 

3. The earliest settlers in Hillsdale were likely Tualatin Kalapuyans. Acorns from oak trees were 
a major food source. Albert Kelly came along in 1847, claimed the land near his current 
namesake park, and built a log cabin. He cleared some trees but also planted an orchard. 
Henry Dosch bought a parcel from him in 1886 and was reportedly attracted to the oaks. He 
added nut and fruit trees, experimented with horticultural research, & helped found the Oregon 
Horticultural Society. His descendants still live at the family estate, which is home to nine 
Heritage Trees. When Dosch Estates housing development was designed, a turn-around was 
put in so that a very special tree was not disturbed. In 1976, the Home Orchard Society 
declared this the oldest, living, grafted tree in the Western US. What kind of fruit does it bear?  
Apples (Dosch Yellow Bellflower, to be exact)


4. What is the nickname of the Henry E. Dosch home? Hint: Without documentary research, 
you might think this property was just an old house and these were “Just Old Trees”. 

Villa Eichenhof (House of the Oaks)  

5. In the late 1800’s, Southern Pacific built a train line along what is now Barbur Blvd, through 
Fulton Park, on the way to Beaverton, Hillsboro & Forest Grove. Bertha was the name assigned 
to the train depot on the land west of what is now The Watershed, senior apartments. Because 
Hillsboro was also on this line, the railroad wanted to avoid any confusion and refused to call it 
the Hillsdale stop. Question: Where did the name Bertha come from? 

Bertha Koehler (the wife of the manager of the Southern Pacific Railroad lines in Oregon) 

6. Construction has begun on a pedestrian & bicycle bridge over the Fanno Creek headwaters 
in Hillsdale, across from Verde Cocina. It will connect the Hillsdale business area with “Little 
Bertha” (the quieter, hidden part of SW Bertha Blvd that runs east-west) & will complete one 
more section of a 100+ year old route that ran from Portland’s South Waterfront to Washington 
County. This will be a much safer alternative to walking & cycling on SW Beaverton-Hillsdale 
Highway. What is the name of this route, that dates back to the 1880’s?  
The Red Electric Trail 

7. Hidden away off SW Vermont St, you’ll find a huge green-space. Greater Portland Bible 
Church graciously shares the outskirts of their property with the community, in the form of a 
15-hole course. But don’t bring your golf clubs. What can you play here?  
Disc (or frisbee) golf


8. At the corner of SW Vermont and SW Bertha St, near the Hillsdale sign, there is a silver bird 
whose head is tilted up toward the sky. What kind of a bird is it?

A heron (according to Ben Dye, sculpture artist, per his website)




9. Stephens Creek Nature Park is a refuge for wildlife and native plants. In 1991, neighbors 
fought to prevent it from becoming a housing complex. Later, Hillsdale Neighborhood 
Association and SW Trails organized community work parties to clean and replant the area. 
They also funded and built a boardwalk, stairs & kiosk. The boardwalk crossing was dedicated 
in 2014, in honor of two residents. One was the son of Swiss immigrants and grew up dairy 
farming; he was also an avid hiker & trail builder. The other remains a driving force behind the 
creation of 40 urban trails in SW Portland. What is the name of the crossing, which combines 
the two last names of these men?  
Raz-Baack


10. This goofy fellow delights residents in the Wilson Park neighborhood. Do you know his 
address?  
7030 SW 14th Ave


11. George Himes was an Oregon pioneer, printer, publisher, and the first curator of the Oregon 
Historical Society. He is the namesake of one of our local parks and was present on the day it 
was commemorated: May 18th, 1935. What else was special about this date? 

It was his 91st birthday, per the plaque at the park (;yes, May 18th is also an historic date 
because of Mt. St. Helens erupting, but this didn’t occur until 1980). 

12. Near the northwest corner of Robert Gray Middle School you will find a path to a 
pedestrian bridge, heavily traversed by children and dogs. Down below is a lush canyon, filled 
with cedar, maple and fir trees, as well as which body of water? 

Trillium Creek 


13. Hillsdale has several designated Oregon Heritage Trees. One is a beautiful Oregon White 
Oak that has double honors. In front of it, you'll find a plaque recognizing this tree "as having 
lived here at the time of the signing of our constitution". On what street will you find this tree? 

SW 29th Place 

14. If you’re ready to tackle some hills, head all the way up SW 18th Dr until the pavement 
ends. There you will find a serene trail which was originally a wagon road back in the late 
1800s. What is the name of this conservation area, which is part of the Columbia Land Trust? 
Nicolai Woods

 
15. This communications tower was built in 1990 and stands 600 feet tall, as it looms over 
Hillsdale. What is the name of this landmark?

Stonehenge Tower 

Section 2: Let’s Get Down to Business 


16. Dairy Hill is our locally-owned ice cream shop. Its home-grown name refers to some past 
inhabitants of Hillsdale...dairy cows! Vanilla and chocolate are the two most popular ice cream 
flavors here. What is the 3rd most popular flavor? 

Mint Chip 

17. This fashionable “dove” has been a symbol of love and peace in the Hillsdale Community 
for 46 years. Can you guess the name of this beloved boutique? 

Paloma 




18. A large, but friendly, dragon greets customers as they enter Other Worlds Games & 
Comics. What is the current dragon's name? Add the previous dragon's name for a bonus 
point! 

Darla (current), Maddie (former) 

19. There is a lovely, new mural outside of Other Worlds, to the far left of the entrance. It shows 
three children playing a game. What is the name of this game? 

Magic: The Gathering 

20. Cuttlefish & Corals is our very own reef aquarium store where you can be “transported” 
under the sea. It is also home to a cartoonish red-spotted fish with blue eyelids. He’s named 
after a famous “doctor” who wrote a children’s book about counting fish. What is the name of 
this creature?

Dr. Seuss Fish (AKA Red-spotted soapfish) 

21. Sweet Pickles Designs is a new boutique in town that caters to pets. The company is 
named after Pickles, the owner's cat. What is painted on the wall behind the register inside? 

Cat nose/whiskers/mouth (cat face) 

22. Basics Market is Hillsdale’s favorite grocer, but did you know they own their own dairies 
and produce their own milk, too? What is the name of the cute, little cow that the brand is 
named after?

Lulubelle 

23. Who is the friendly laying hen that Basics' local, organic eggs are named after? 

Gwendolyn 

24. In business since 1954, Hillsdale Shoe Repair is the place to revive your shoes & leather 
accessories. Chris is the current owner & her “assistant” is a Welsh Terrier, named Nemo. 
Inside the shop, on the left wall, there are two photos of Nemo (you can peek at them through 
the window). In one, he is wearing a hat related to a special ceremony. What kind of hat is it? 

Graduation cap/mortarboard (for graduating from puppy school) 

25. Baker & Spice has been serving up mouth-watering treats since 1998, first at the farmer’s 
market and then at their current location. Fun fact: this spot had previously been the Hillsdale 
Bakery, which opened back in the 1950’s (their original “Hillsdale” sign hangs inside & the old 
giant mixer is on display at The Cakery, just a few doors up). A current B&S pastry was named 
after owner Julie Richardson’s niece. Which one is it? 

The Katie Bun 

26. Gurton’s is our friendly, neighborhood houseplant shop. You don’t have to have a green 
thumb but you might have to visit the store to solve their riddle: Cacti are spiky, aroids are 
green, Dorothy is the tallest you’ve ever seen! What kind of a plant is Dorothy?

Monstera 

27. Southwest Martial Arts offers students quality instruction in martial arts as well as CrossFit 
training, at their two Hillsdale locations. Name one of the two main martial art styles that they 
teach.

Mo Duk Pai OR Jiu-Jitsu 



28. Hoot-n-Annie is our local resale boutique, catering to Mamas and Kiddos (and did you 
know they also have an online store?). The front sales counter inside the store has been around 
for awhile. What historic Portland property did it come from? 

Pittock Mansion 

29. PDX Camera Service is a new, family-owned and operated camera shop providing repairs, 
sales, and service. What is the name of the photographer whose work is currently on exhibit 
inside the shop? 

Chris Cuffaro 

30. Julie at All Paws Pet Wash has been grooming local pups for 22 "average" human years. 
How much is that in dog years? Hint: your answer could also sub in as dessert!

3.14/Pi/Pie (to convert human years to dog years you have to divide by 7) 

31. Where did Verde Cocina start serving their delicious fare? Hint: You can still find them there 
every weekend!

The Farmer’s Market (originally PSU); and, yes, they also sold packaged meals at OHSU 

32. Our local Starbucks is a popular spot for coffee, tea, and treats. Their friendly baristas are 
always happy to whip up personalized requests, even Puppuccinos. Do you know what the 
creature in the Starbucks logo is? HINT: She does her job well by luring you into buying lattes!

She’s a siren (according to Starbucks)  
https://stories.starbucks.com/stories/2016/who-is-starbucks-siren/


Section 4: Brought to you by the Hillsdale Community Foundation (HCF) 


33. The Hillsdale Farmer’s Market runs year-round, hosting farmers & food artisans from 
Oregon and SW Washington. HCF serves as fiscal sponsor for the community programs there 
(go to the info booth on market days to learn about SNAP benefits & Double Up Food Bucks). 
What was the very first market date? 

6/2/2002 

34. The Farmer’s Market is held in the Rieke Elementary School parking lot, Sundays from 9-1. 
Previously, it was held in the parking lot of which current Hillsdale restaurant? 

Casa Colima (and the restaurant used to be called Ponchos but was known as Mucha 
Grande when the Farmer’s Market started) 

35. The Hillsdale Community Playground at Rieke Elementary School was supported with a 
matching donation campaign from HCF in 2017. What color is the tallest slide there? 

Red 

36. Hillsdale Food Park was founded in 2012 to give people a place to hang out together and 
enjoy delicious food. Current carts include Taco City, Pad Kee Mao, Sushi Lover PDX, and Phat 
Cart. What is the WiFi password in the park? 

goodfood5 

37. The Josh Kadish Community Stage at the Food Park was built in 2019 by the HCF, to 
provide a space for live music and performances. There is a plaque there, honoring a local 
volunteer extraordinaire, with a quote by lyricist Robert Hunter. What is the quote? 

“Let there be songs to fill the air” (from the song Ripple by the Grateful Dead) 

https://stories.starbucks.com/stories/2016/who-is-starbucks-siren/


38. DeWitt Park has been the site of an annual Easter Egg Hunt, sponsored by the HCF. It’s a 
sweet little spot with picnic tables, a corner bench, and a playground guaranteed to “tire” out 
little ones. How many swings are there in total? 

6 (a set of 4 regular plus 2 tire swings) 

39. HCF supports and organizes a volunteer group that picks up litter on the first Saturday of 
each month in the town center. They meet at the Basics Market patio. What is the name of this 
infamous crew?

The Usual Suspects 

40. The Garden Variety sub-group maintains the planted area. How many giant orange pots are 
there in the town center? 

7 (6 tall, thin ones and 1 low, wide one) 

Section 5 For Your Reading Pleasure 

Little Free Libraries are part of a book sharing movement that really caught on in Hillsdale. 
Some of ours are registered & some are not. We’ll give you the street; you have to find the 
library & answer a question.


41. SW Westwood Dr: What is the specific name of this library? 

Westwood Book Nook 

42. SW Chestnut St: What color is the door? 

Black 

43. SW Burlingame Ave: Snoopy sits on top but who serves as a door knob?

Woodstock 

44. SW 15th Ave: What color is the library? 

Blue 

45. SW 8th Ave: What is painted on the door?

Bees 

46. SW Cheltenham St: This one was decorated & stocked by SW Portland Martial Arts 
students during a spring break camp, back in 2015. What color is this library? 

Green 

47. SW Martha St: What will you find on the tree stumps just down from this library? 

Rubber duckies 

48. At the intersection of SW 19th Dr & SW Martha St, you will find a different kind of literary 
landmark. What is it?

A poetry post (Martha St. Poetry Post) 


